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  Washed animal bedding sand 
 

 
 

Shorter wheat & barley has reduced straw yields to 1.6te per acre. This has caused prices to rise by 
approximately 30-40%, in the last two years, according to the Straw Merchants Association.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

£0.00
£10.00
£20.00
£30.00
£40.00
£50.00
£60.00
£70.00
£80.00
£90.00

£100.00

2008 2009 2010

Year

Washed Animal Bedding Sand Cost Comparison

Cost per head of cattle per annum 
Barley Straw

Cost per head of cattle per annum 
Wheat Straw

Cost per head of cattle per annum 
Bedding Sand

* This analysis is based on figures reported from the Straw Merchants Association, allowing 1.5tonnes of straw per cow per annum and 2.25 
tonnes of sand per cow per annum. 

 

Based on a herd of one hundred cows, the use of Washed Animal Bedding Sand could potentially 
lead to an overall saving of £3,450.00 compared with the use of Wheat Straw. 
 

Other Benefits of Using Washed Animal Bedding Sand 
 

 Reduced dust levels, promoting a healthier environment for both staff and cows. 
 Good for soil (PH enhancement).  
 Significant reduction in bacteria and viral pathogens, which can cause mastitis and other animal 

health issues. 
 More comfortable for cows to lie down on, increasing rest time. 
 Less slippery surface, reported to aid in reducing lameness. 
 Exempt from Aggregate Levy.  

 


